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the collection of taxes, &c. A bill for relief of F. A. Ruiz 
and A. R. de Herrera, and that Messrs. Shelton, Russel, 
Simpson, Gano, and Stiff were a Committee of Conference 
on a bill to protect the wool-growing interests of the State 
of Texas. 

The Senate then adjourned until 9 o'clock A. M. to
n1orro\v. 

Thursday, December 19, 1861. 

Senate met pursuant to adjournment. Prayer by the 
Chaplain. Roll called, quorum present. 

Mr. Darden moved to reconsider the vote which ordered 
the bill for the relief of railroad companies to its engross
ment, whereupon a call of the Senate was moved and sus
tained. 

Mr. Shelley presented the petition of F. V. Brichta 
which was referred to Committee on Claims and Ac
counts. 

Mr. Branch from Committee on Military Affairs on 
their behalf reported a substitute for a bill to create a 
hospital fund for the sick and wounded soldiers in the Con
federate Army from the State of Texas. 

Mr. Harcourt, Chairman of the Judiciary Committee, 
reported and recommended without amendment a bill pro
viding for the transfer of all suits and matters in the late 
District Courts of the United States in this State, &c., &c., 
&c., to the appropriate courts of this State, &c. 

A message was received from the House transmitting 
the resolutions passed by that body upon the announce
ment: of Honorable John C. Walker's death, member from 
Harris County, which were read, and on motion of Mr. 
Erath the call was suspended and the Senate adjourned 
until 91/:, o'clock A. M. tomorrow. 

Friday, December 20, 1861. 

Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 
Chaplain. Roll called, quorum present. 
yesterday was read and adopted. 

Prayer by the 
The journal of 

Mr. Parsons, Chairman of the Committee on Internal 
Improvements, reported a bill supplementary to and 
amending an Act to amend an Act to incorporate the Mem
phis, El Paso. and Pacific Railroad Company, approved 
February 4, 1856, and recommend its passage. Also a bill 
supplemental to .an Act incorporating the Southern Pacific 
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Railroad Company, aproved February 16, 1852, and to 
the several amendments and supplements thereto and for 
the relief of said company and recommended the adoption 
of the following amendments: strike out the 1st section. 
In the first line of what is now the 2nd section strike out 
the words "that said" and insert an enacting clause. In 
the 11th line of said section strike out the words "and 
corporators." In 2nd line of 3rd section strike out the 
words "comptrollers and." In lst line of 5th sect.ion strike 
out the words "corporators and." 

Mr. Shelley from the Committee on Military Affairs 
made report on a bill to exempt the members of the fire de
partment of the City of Galveston from militia duty, and 
recommended the adoption of the following amendments: 
strike out of 1st section "by the mayor" and insert "in 
cases of invasion or insurrection." 

Mr. Crawford of Jasper, Chairman of Committee on 
Engrossed Bills, reported the following correctly en
grossed: 

A bill supplemental to an Act to incorporate the West 
Fork Bridge Company. 

A bill to amend the 1st and 5th sections of an Act 
incorporating the East Fork Bridge Company, approved 
February 9, 1860. 

Messrs. Harcourt and Mitchell presented the following 
minority report from the Committee on Court of Claims: 

They dissent from the opinion of a majority of the 
committee in recommending a reorganization of the court. 
We are of opinion that there exists no sound reason for 
its continuance but there are many substantial reasons 
for its discontinuance. It is an unnecessary charge upon 
the State of $2600 per annum. If it should be thought 
proper to extend any further relief to the character of 
claimants contemplated in the Act, it can as well be done, 
if not better by the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office and the Comptroller, two well established depart
ments of the Government where such claims are properly 
cognizable and where the interests of the State can be 
more safely guarded. But we are of the opinion that time 
enough has been offered for the presentation and adjudica
tion of such claims and that the door for future relief 
should be closed. The largest number of claims now of
fered are thought to be bogus, which twenty years ago 
had no standing in the courts of the country or before 
the proper tribunals. Those State demands must of neces
sity be looked upon with suspicion. If meritorious, why 
have they not been presented and allowed at an earlier 
day when there were living witnesses who could speak for 
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the State? Now if the claim be spurious it is diffircult to 
show it as their contemporaries have passed away and 
parties \Vho are unscrupulous enough to make out a prhna 
facie case. One reason urged for continuing the Court 
of Claims is the fact that it is self-sustaining, that it pays 
largely over its expenses. This argument is delusive. If 
it pays the useless expense of the salaries of the commis
sioner, his clerk, and contingent expenses, all this would 
be saved to the State by transferring the business to the 
departments referred to. But when we consider that by 
the working of this court many spurious and doubtful 
claims must be allowed, it would be economy to close up 
the court even if you should continue to pay the officers 
their salaries. It will doubtless be found that the largest 
amount of the revenue of the office was derived from rail
road companies, and \Ve presume no argun1ent is necessary 
to show that this source of revenue must fail as no land 
certificates will issue to railroad companies during the next 
two years. These arc some of the reasons why we would 
respectfully recommend a discontinuance of the Court of 
Claims. 

Mr. Harcourt introduced a bill to provide for printing 
the laws and journals of the 9th Legislature, &c. Read 
1st time. 

The military bill having been taken up on Mr. Guinn's 
motion, Mr. Shelley offered the following amendment: in
sert in 9th section, after the words "there shall be elected," 
the following, "under the order of the brigadier general," 
and, after the words "14th February, 1860," insert "and 
if from any cause an election should not be held according 
to the provisions of this section, an election shall be imme
diately ordered by the regimental or brigade commandant 
as the case may be, giving ten days notice thereof." 
Adopted. 

Mr. Lea offered the following amendment: in 2nd sec· 
tion strike out all specifications of officers and insert "all 
civil officers of the State and of the Confederate States." 
Laid on the table. 

Mr. Shelley moved to exempt officers of the peniten
tentiary from militia duty. Carried. The bill was then 
ordered to a 3rd reading. Rule suspended, read 3rd time 
and passed. 

A message was received from the House informing the 
Senate that the House had passed the following bills: 

Senate's bill for the relief of heirs of Sanford Holman. 
Bill for relief of Garrett F. Lankford. 
House bill for the relief of Archibald Hotchkiss. 
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House concurs in Senate's substitute for a bill relating 
to the determination of cases in the Supreme Court. 

A bill supplemental to and amendatory of an Act pre
scribing the manner of authenticating instruments for 
record. Read 1st and 2nd times and referred to Judiciary 
Committee. 

A bill to incorporate the Dallas County Agricultural 
and Mechanical Association. Read 1st and 2nd times 
and referred to Committee on Agriculture. 

A bill to regulate the collection of taxes. Read lst and 
2nd times and referred to Committee on Finance. 

A bill to amend the Act authorizing unpaid warrants 
on the Treasury to bear interest. Read 1st and 2nd times 
and referred to Committee on Finance. 

Mr. Crawford of Jasper, Chairman of Committee on 
Engrossed Bills, reported correctly engrossed a bill for 
relief of railroad companies and bill for relief of Mrs. 
Martha Brenan. 

The Senate reconsidered the vote which ordered to 
its engrossment the bill for relief of railroad companies; 
also, the vote tabling the amendment offered thereto by 
Mr. Weatherford. The Senate then adjourned until 3 
o'clock P. M. 

3 o'clock P. M. 

Senate met, roll called, quorum present. 
A message from House announcing the passage of the 

following bills: 
A bill making an appropriation for the mileage and 

per diem pay of the members and officers of the 9th Legis
lature. Read 1st and 2nd times and referi·ed to Committee 
on Finance. 

A bill amendatory of and supplemental to an Act to 
incorporate the City of Marshall, passed January 30, 1856. 
Read lst time, rule suspended; read 2nd time, rule sus
pended; read 3rd time and passed. 

A bill permanently establishing the boundaries of the 
counties lying between the Nueces River and the Rio 
Grande and to provide for the organization of McMullen 
County. Read 1st and 2nd times and referred to Judiciary 
Committee. 

A bill for relief of George W. Glasscock, assignee of 
Wood. Read 1st and 2nd times and referred to Private 
Land Claims. 

A bill to provide for the sale and settlement of the 
vacant alternate sections of land in Fisher's and Miller's 
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Colony. Read 1st and 2nd times and referred to Com
mittee on Public Lands. 

A bill making valid the removal of the records and 
library appertaining to the Supreme Court from Galveston 
to Houston. Read 1st and 2nd times and referred to Judi
ciary Committee. 

A bill to authorize the County Corn·t of Montague 
County to have the records of the District Court of said 
county transferred. Read 1st and 2nd times and referred 
to Committee on State Affairs. 

A bill to amend the 1st section of an Act authorizing 
the withdrawal from the General Land Office of deeds 
issued on paper of the second seal. Read 1st and 2nd times 
and referred to Judiciary Committee. 

A bill to prohibit stallions and jacks from running at 
large in Dallas, Lamar, and Bowie Counties. Read 1st and 
2nd times and referred to Committee on State Affairs. 

A bill concerning the issuance of injunctions in certain 
cases. Read 2nd time. Mr. Shelley offered the following 
amendment: "but the party obtaining such injunction shall 
be liahle for such damages as the party restrained by such 
injunction may sustain by reason thereof." Adopted. 

The bill was then laid on the table by the following 
vote: 

YEAS-Messrs. Boyd, Branch, Burnett, Casey, Cook, 
Crawford of Jasper, Durant, Hartley, Houston, Jordan, 
Lea, Mitchell, Moore, Obenchain, Parsons, Selman, Shelley, 
Shepard, Weatherford, and Wheeler-20. 

NAYS-Messrs. Batte, Beasley, Crawford of Fannin, 
Darden, Dickson, Erath, Graham, Guinn, Harcourt, and 
Scarborough-10. 

A bill regulating estrays. Read 2nd time. Mr. Burnett 
offered the following amendment: "provided that all estrays 
which are required to be sold before the court house door 
of these counties shall be sold only on the first Tuesday 
in each month between the legal hours of sale." 

The bill and amendment were then made the special 
order for 11 o'clock tomorrow A. M. 

A bill for the relief of Archibald Hotchkiss. Read 1st 
and 2nd times and referred to Committee on Private Land 
Claims. 

A bill for relief of F. A. Ruiz and A. R. de Herrera. 
Read 1st and 2nd times and referred to Committee on 
Private Land Claims. 

Mr. Harcourt intrnduced a bill to authorize the Supreme 
Court to take up out of its order and decide the case of 
A. C. Horton, et aL, vs, the County of Wharton, et al. 
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Read 1st and 2nd times and referred to Judiciary Com
mittee. 

A bill making an appropriation for the payment of 
commissioners sent by the convention to the Choctaw, 
Cherokee, and other friendly Indian tribes. Read and or
dered to be engrossed. Rule suspended, read 3rd time and 
passed. 

A message from the House announced an agreement 
to Senate's amendments to bill for the organization of state 
troops. 

A bill for the relief of the East Texas Railroad Com
pany. Read 2nd time; substitute of committee adopted. 

Mr. Burnett, Chairman Committee on Enrolled Bills, 
reported correctly enrolled, properly signed, and presented 
to the Governor a bill for the benefit of irrigable property. 

The Senate then adjourned until 9 o'clock A. M. to
n1orro\v. 

Saturday, December 21, 1861. 

Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 
Chaplain. Roll called, quorum present. 
yesterday read and adopted. 

Prayer by the 
The journal of 

Mr. Crawford of Fannin presented the petition of Jar
man Carter. Referred to Committee on Private Land 
Claims. 

Mr. Burnett introduced a bill to extend the provisions 
of an Act for the incorporation of towns and cities to the 
town of Sumpter in Trinity County. Read 1st time. Rule 
suspended, read 2nd time and ordered to be engrossed. 
Rule further suspended, read 3rd time and passed. 

Mr. Obenchain introduced a bill for the relief of the 
heirs of John M. Hansford. Read 1st and 2nd times and 
referred to Committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr Harcourt introduced a bill to suspend Article 400 
of the Penal Code until the 1st day of January, 1864, or 
until the removal of the existing blockade, whichever shall 
first occur. Read 1st and 2nd times and referred to Judi
ciary Committee. 

A bill for the relief of Josiah Bradshaw. Read 2nd time 
and ordered to be engrossed. Rule suspended, read 3rd 
time and passed. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of James McCown. 
Read 2nd time, substitute of the committee adopted, and 
bill ordered to be engrossed. Rule suspended, read 3rd 
time and passed. 


